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EU cooperation with Asia and Central Asia 

The European Union (EU) has many years of experience in development cooperation. With some 
€ 48.2 billion spent in 2009, the EU, composed of the Member States and the European Commission, 
is the world’s largest aid donor. This sum amounts to almost 56 % of global aid and covers more than 
160 countries and organisations.

Why is the EU committed to working with Asia and Central Asia?

Asia and Central Asia represent more than half the world’s population. Yet while they account for over a 
quarter of the world’s economic growth, they are home to two thirds of the world’s poor. This is why the EU 
is committed to helping both regions eradicate poverty through sustainable development and successfully 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals1.

Where is the EU contributing to development cooperation?

The EU’s development cooperation in Asia and Central Asia uses two instruments – the Development 
Cooperation Instrument (DCI) and the European Development Fund (EDF). The main instrument providing 
assistance across the region is the DCI, while the EDF is specifically focused on two Asian countries which are 
considered part of the group of African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. The two instruments can be 
accessed only by developing countries. Apart from these instruments, the EU uses the ICI, a financing instru-
ment for cooperation with industrialised and other high-income countries and territories. 

Instrument Countries

Development Cooperation 
Instrument

Asia: 19 countries – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, 
DPR Korea2, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam

Central Asia: 5 countries – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan

European Development Fund Asia: 2 countries – East Timor, Papua New Guinea 

Instrument for cooperation with 
industrialised and other high-
income countries and territories

Asia: 7 countries and territories – Brunei, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), Hong 
Kong, Japan, Republic of Korea, Macao, Singapore

1 

How is the EU contributing to sustainable development in Asia and Central Asia?

In addition to the assistance given bilaterally by the 27 Member States, the EU has designed numerous 
development aid programmes. These programmes are implemented either between the EU and individual 
countries, or, between the EU and the region’s countries as a whole.

Under the DCI instrument, € 5.187 billion have been allocated to Asia and € 719 million to Central Asia for 
2007–2013.

1	� http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
2	� There is currently no official development cooperation with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK); the launch of any such coopera-

tion would be subject to the DPRK’s proven commitment with regard to respecting its international obligations (source: Regional Strategy Paper 
2007–2013).
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EU contribution to regional cooperation3 

The map (see insert) shows the EU’s regional programmes for Asia and Central Asia funded under the DCI 
instrument. These programmes are designed to tackle challenges of a regional nature and to promote coop-
eration among countries on issues of common interest.

Which actions are funded at regional level?

The cooperation between the EU and the two regions is based on documents called Regional Strategy 
Papers. There is one Strategy Paper for each region.

The Asia Regional Strategy Paper for 2007–2013 identifies three priorities:

1 � Support to regional integration – through regional bodies and organisations such as ASEM, 
ASEAN and SAARC4;

2 � Policy and know-how based cooperation – including environment, energy and climate 
change, higher education, support to research institutes, and cross-border cooperation in animal 
and human health;

3 � Support to uprooted people – notably helping with reconstruction and reintegration when 
people have been displaced by crises.

The Central Asia Regional Strategy Paper for 2007–2013 describes six main priorities:

1 � Energy – notably energy market convergence, energy security, sustainable energy development 
and attracting investment;

2 � Education and science – in particular individual mobility of students, professors and researchers 
and modernisation of higher education systems;

3  �Border management and the fight against drugs – notably aligning local legislation with 
international and EU standards;

4  �Environment protection – notably issues related to water resources;
5 � Small and Medium-sized Enterprise (SME) development – in particular improving the business 

climate and strengthening business intermediary organisations through capacity-building projects;
6 � Transport – including the progressive integration of the transport market.
 

These six priorities are also in line with the EU and Central Asia Strategy for a New Partnership (adopted 
in June 2007), which sets out the policy guidelines for increasing the EU’s commitment to Central Asia.
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3 	 The programmes and countries presented here are those covered by the DCI only.
4	� Respectively the Asia–Europe Meeting, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

NOTE ON EUROPEAID

EuropeAid, the Commission’s Cooperation Office, manages EU external aid programmes and ensures that development 
assistance is delivered worldwide.
Its main mission is to implement all EU external aid instruments. To ensure coherence, complementarity and coordination 
in implementing external assistance programmes worldwide and to make external aid more effective, EuropeAid works 
closely with partner countries as well as civil society, international organisations, the governments of EU Member States, 
and other bilateral and multilateral donors.



SWITCH – Asia

The SWITCH–Asia programme was launched in 2007 with a budget of 
€ 90 million; its objective is to promote sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP) in Asia. The programme aims to encourage change on the 
ground, among producers and consumers (mainly small and medium-sized 
enterprises), and also at the top, at policy-making level. So far, the programme 
has awarded funding to 30 projects in 15 countries across Asia. For example, 
SWITCH–Asia is providing € 1.9 million to support a project, managed by 
World Wide Fund (WWF) Austria, on sustainably growing and processing 
rattan in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. This project aims to introduce cleaner 
production practices in at least 50 % of the targeted SMEs in the rattan 

supply chain and to help them generate better economic returns.
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/regional-cooperation/environment/switch_en.htm

Central Asia Invest

The Central Asia Invest programme focuses on private-sector development. 
It supports business intermediary organisations in Central Asia by 
enhancing their ability to assist small businesses and build bridges between 
governments and the private sector. So far, 20 projects have been selected 
for funding. As an example, by the end of 2010, the services offered to lemon 
and apricot-drying farm businesses in Khatlon and Sughd in Tajikistan will 
be greatly improved. With a € 585 000 grant, specialised local agri-business 
intermediaries will develop a quality-control system for the value chain 
and improve processing-equipment technology. Marketing tools will be 
modernised and local business expertise further developed.
�http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/regional-cooperation-central-asia/sme-development/
ca_invest_en.htm

Erasmus Mundus

The Erasmus Mundus partnerships (Action 2) support academic cooperation 
between European and non-European higher education institutions and offer 
individual scholarships for students and academics.
From 2007 to 2009, the programme (formerly Erasmus Mundus External 
Cooperation Windows) funded 18 projects in Asia totalling some € 100 million 
and six projects in Central Asia amounting to some € 15 million.
A Tajik student in Turkey said: “In my personal experience, I firstly developed much 
better research skills (...) I submitted two papers and attended two international 
conferences. My English improved and I also learned Turkish, so now I know five lan-
guages including my native tongue. It was a good opportunity for me to work in an 
international environment and improve my intercultural negotiation skills.”

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/education/education_erasmus_mundus_tempus_en.htm

SUCCESS STORIES

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/index_en.htm
EUROPEAID-info@ec.europa.eu
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EU Regional Cooperation with Asia and Central Asia 

CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asia Environment

Field of action
 RENVIRONMENT

Aim
To enhance environmental protection and 
resource use

Budget (2007-2010)
€16.2 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, technical cooperation, 
policy advice 

Bene� ciaries
Ministries of Environment, Nature Protection, 
Agriculture and Water, regional inter-State 
environmental and water management 
organisations, civil society organisations 

CENTRAL ASIA

Border Management Programme for 
Central Asia (BOMCA)

Field of action
 RGOVERNANCE 

Aim
To enhance border security, facilitate legal trade & 
transit and support integrated border management 
practices in line with international standards

Budget (2010-2012)
€8 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, training, rehabilitation of 
border facilities 

Bene� ciaries
Border management agencies, customs, other 
related bodies

CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asia Drug Action Programme 
(CADAP)

Field of action
 RGOVERNANCE 

Aim
To monitor the � ght against drug tra�  cking 
(narcotics control) and reduce drug abuse and 
dependence

Budget (2009-2010)
€5 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, training, prevention and 
information campaigns 

Bene� ciaries
Ministries of Health, Justice/Interior, Information 
and Education, civil society organisations, other 
related bodies

CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asia Invest

Field of action
 RSMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES 
(SMEs) DEVELOPMENT 

Aim
To promote sustainable economic development 
of SMEs

Budget (2007-2010)
€10.4 million

Types of projects
Capacity development

Bene� ciaries
Business Intermediary Organisations, SMEs

ASIA

EU-Asia Policy Forum

Field of action
 REDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Aim
To promote the EU’s understanding of Asia and 
contribute to strengthened EU-Asia relations

Budget (2009-2011)
€0.8 million

Types of projects
Research on EU-Asia relations, conferences, policy 
brie� ngs

Bene� ciaries
Policy-makers, think tanks, research community, 
NGOs, business leaders

ASIA

Trans-Eurasia Information Network 
(TEIN) 

Field of action
 REDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Aim
To provide high-capacity internet connections for 
research and education

Budget (2008-2011)
€12 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, support to research 
infrastructure 

Bene� ciaries
Education and research communities

ASIA

Support Programme for the EU FLEGT 
Action Plan in Asia (FLEGT Asia)

Field of action
 RENVIRONMENT 

Aim
To support the implementation of the EU’s Forest 
Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
Action Plan in Asia by promoting sustainable forest 
management and the � ght against illegal logging

Budget (2008-2012)
€6 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, training, studies, 
information dissemination 

Bene� ciaries
Public authorities, professionals, civil society 
organisations, private sector

ASIA

Highly Pathogenic and Emerging 
Diseases (HPED)

Field of action
 RHEALTH 

Aim
To strengthen the regional capacity to control 
emerging infectious diseases and improve 
epidemic and pandemic preparedness

Budget (2009-2013)
€20 million

Types of projects
Capacity development 

Bene� ciaries
Secretariat of ASEAN and SAARC, governments 
of Asian countries 

ASIA

SWITCH-Asia

Field of action
 RENVIRONMENT & SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED 
ENTERPRISES (SMEs) DEVELOPMENT 

Aim
To promote sustainable consumption and 
production

Budget (2007-2010) 
€90 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, training 

Bene� ciaries
SMEs 

CENTRAL ASIA

TEMPUS

Field of action
 REDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Aim
To support reform and modernisation of higher 
education institutions and systems

Budget (2007-2010) 
€25 million 

Types of projects
Capacity development, joint projects, structural 
projects 

Bene� ciaries
Universities, higher education institutions 

CENTRAL ASIA

EU–Central Asia Rule of Law Platform 
(under preparation) 

Field of action
 RGOVERNANCE

Aim
To contribute to the modernisation and reform 
of legal and judiciary systems in Central Asia by 
developing legislation and practices in line with 
internationally accepted standards

Budget (2010)
€2 million

Types of projects
Dialogue exchange, training, studies, networking 
facility 

Bene� ciaries
Ministries of Justice as well as the judiciary

CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asian Education Platform 
(CAEP) (under preparation) 

Field of action
 REDUCATION

Aim
To support reform of the education systems in 
Central Asia

Budget (2010)
€2 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, dialogue forums, 
networking, communications 

Bene� ciaries
Policy-makers and practitioners, academic 
representatives, education organisations

CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asian Research and Education 
Network (CAREN) 

Field of action
 REDUCATION & RESEARCH

Aim
To provide high-capacity internet connections for 
research and education

Budget (2009–2011)
€5 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, support to research 
infrastructure 

Bene� ciaries
Education and research communities

CENTRAL ASIA

Investment Facility for Central Asia 
(IFCA) 

Field of action
 RENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

Aim
To promote additional investments and develop 
key infrastructures with a priority on the energy 
and environment sectors

Budget (2010)
€20 million

Types of projects
Energy and environment infrastructures, climate 
change adaptation & mitigation 

Bene� ciaries
Central, regional and local administrations or semi-
public institutions, private sector for categories 
of operations dedicated to private-sector 
development

CENTRAL ASIA

Baku Initiative on Energy and 
Transport

Field of action
 RENERGY & TRANSPORT

Aim
To develop sustainable energy and transport 
networks and to support energy security

Budget (2007-2010)
€37 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, technical cooperation, 
technical assistance for the preparation of 
investments

Bene� ciaries
Ministries of Energy, Industry, Economy and 
Transport, State-owned energy and transport 
undertakings, energy and transport regulators

CENTRAL ASIA & ASIA

Erasmus Mundus – 
Partnerships (Action 2)

Field of action
 REDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Aim
To promote mobility of students and academics 
and exchanges between universities

Budget (2007–2010)
Central Asia €34 million; Asia €140 million

Types of projects
Partnerships between EU and non-European higher 
education institutions, including scholarships 

Bene� ciaries
Universities, students, academics

CENTRAL ASIA & ASIA

Avian and Human In� uenza 
Facility (AHIF)

Field of action
 RHEALTH 

Aim
To combat the threat of avian and human in¢ uenza 

Budget (2006–2012)
Central Asia €4.5 million; Asia €51.4 million

Types of projects
Capacity development, strengthening of veterinary 
and human health services 

Bene� ciaries
Ministries of Health and Agriculture, veterinary 
services

REGIONAL BODIES

SAARC (South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation)

Field of action
 RREGIONAL INTEGRATION 

Member countries
8 countries (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka) + 7 
observers (China, EU, Iran, Japan, South Korea, 
Mauritius, USA) 

EU-supported programmes
Support on improving civil aviation safety 

Budget (2007-2010) 
€5.2 million

REGIONAL BODIES

ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting)

Field of action
 RREGIONAL INTEGRATION

Member countries
45 partners (EU-27, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, 
Brunei, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, European 
Commission, ASEAN Secretariat)

EU-supported programmes
ASEM Dialogue Facility, Asia-Europe Foundation 
(ASEF) 

Budget (2007-2010) 
€7 million

REGIONAL BODIES

ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations)

Field of action
 RREGIONAL INTEGRATION 

Member countries
10 countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam) 

EU-supported programmes
Regional Integration Support, Centre for 
Biodiversity, Statistical Capacity Building,
Migration and Border Management, Intellectual 
Property Rights Cooperation, Air Transport 
Integration
 Budget (2007-2010) 
€41.7 million

ASIA

Aid to uprooted people 

Field of action
 RUPROOTED PEOPLE 

Aim
To assist uprooted people in � nding durable 
solutions: return, resettlement in a third country, 
local integration 

Budget (2007-2010)
€112 million

Types of projects
Provision of water and sanitation, support to 
nutrition and health, income-generating activities, 
education, housing, legal aid, protection, peace 
building 

Bene� ciaries
Refugees, internally displaced people, returnees 

CENTRAL ASIA

EU assistance for 2007-2013
Figures represent the current budget, which may be 
increased further 

ASIA

EU assistance for 2007-2013
Figures represent the current budget, which may be 
increased further 
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